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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WORTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925. 

There  was  no  striking  feature  in  the  year’s  statistics  of  mortality, 
which,  although  not  in  some  respects  so  good  as  those  of  1924,  were 
below  the  average.  The  general  death-rate  was  only  slightly  higher 
than  that  of  1924,  which  was  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  district. 
The  infantile  mortality  was  higher  than  the  very  low  rate  of  the 
previous  year  which  also  constituted  a  record,  but  it  was  almost  as 
low  as  the  next  best  recorded.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the 
mortality  from  Tuberculosis  and  Influenza.  With  the  exception  of 
Whooping  Cough,  the  prevalence  of  the  common  infectious  diseases 
was  low.  The  few  cases  of  Diphtheria  which  occurred  showed  an 
increase  in  virulence,  but  Measles  was  of  a  distinctly  milder  type* 
There  were  no  deaths  from  Enteric  Fever,  which  has  practically 
disappeared  as  an  endemic  disease.  The  mortality  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  remained  at  the  low  level  of  recent  years.  There  were 
fewer  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  but  four  deaths  occurred  from 
this  serious  disease. 

The  birth-rate  was,  as  in  1924  and  1923,  very  low. 


The  chief  district  rates  of  mortality  are  set  out  for  comparison 
with  those  of  England  and  Wales  as  follows  : — 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  statistics  compare  favourably  with  those 
of  the  country  generally,  except  that  the  mortality  from  Influenza 
was  twice  as  high  as  that  of  England  and  Wales. 

All  the  local  rates  of  mortality  are  calculated  on  an  estimated 
population  exclusive  of  the  inmates  of  the  South  Yorkshire  Mental 
Hospital. 


POPULATION. — The  district  comprises  an  area  of  49,363  acres 
with  an  estimated  population  of  29,190  at  the  middle  of  1925*  The 
population  at  the  Census  enumeration  of  1921  was  28,160.  There  is 
thus  an  estimated  increase  of  1,030  since  the  Census. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  during  the  year  (i.e.,  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths)  was  215,  while  the  estimated  increase 
was  240.  During  the  four  years,  1922-1925,  the  natural  increase  was 
896.  If  the  estimated  population  is  approximately  accurate,  there 
would  appear  to  be  a  small  amount  of  immigration  into  the  district 
which  has  more  than  balanced  the  emigration  from  it.  There  is 
some  indication  of  this  in  the  erection  of  dwelling-houses  by  private 
individuals  at  Stannington  and  Ecclesfield,  most  of  whom  are  immi¬ 
grants  into  the  district  from  Sheffield. 

The  distribution  of  the  population  in  the  various  Parishes  at  the 
Census  of  1921  is  shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 
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PHYSICAL  FEATURES. — The  district  is  situated  in  the  South 
of  the  West  Riding,  its  Western  boundary  forming  the  line  ol  division 
between  that  County-  and  Derbyshire.  It  is  of  a  very  hilly  nature, 
the  altitudes  varying  in  Ecclesfield  Parish  from  178  feet  above  ord¬ 
nance  datum  at  the  sewage  farm  close  to  the  Sheffield  boundary  to 
1000  feet  in  Greno  Wood  about  four  miles  distant.  In  Bradfield 
Parish  the  altitudes  vary  from  275  feet  at  Oughtlbridge  to  1,793  on 
Margery  Hill  on  the  moorland  area  which  merges  into  the  Peak 
range  of  Derbyshire  hills. 

The  river  Don  divides  the  district  into  two  portions,  whose 
physical  and  geological  features  are  somewhat  different.  In  the 
Eastern  division,  which  comprises  the  parishes  of  Ecclesfield  (with 
the  exception  of  a  small  area),  Tankersley,  and  Wortley,  the  geologi¬ 
cal  formation  is  that  of  the  coal  measures,  the  South  Yorkshire  coal¬ 
field  cropping  out  along  a  line  drawn  roughly  from  Wortley  Park  to 
Grange  Lane  and  the  underlying  strata  of  sandstone  being  exposed 
on  the  higher  ground  overlooking  the  Don  valley.  In  the  Western 


division,  which  comprises  the  parish  of  Bradfield  and  a  small  part  of 
Ecclesfield,  the  formation  is  millstone  grit,  containing  valuable  beds 
of  fireclay  and  ganister,  with  thin  seams  of  coal. 

OCCUPATIONS. — The  natural  characteristics  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  district  have  in  large  measure  determined  the  occupa¬ 
tions  of  the  inhabitants.  In  the  Eastern  portion  most  of  the  workers 
are  engaged  in  coal  mining,  iron  and  steel  making  and  allied 
industries,  such  as  coke  making,  chemical  and  by-product  works  and 
the  manufacture  of  Izal  disinfectant  preparations.  In  the  Western 
portion,  ganister  mining,  clay  mining,  firebrick  making,  quarrying, 
and  paper  manufacture  form  the  chief  sources  of  industrial  occupa¬ 
tion.  Many  of  the  lighter  industries  are  in  a  very  decadent  condition. 
Up  till  quite  recent  years  many  small  workshops  existed  in  the 
villages  of  Ecclesfield,  Grenoside  and  Oughtibridge,  where  hand-file 
cutters,  gimlet  makers  and  fork  makers,  and  in  the  village  of  Stan- 
nington,  where  razor-scale  pressers  and  cutlers,  were  employed,  but 
most  of  them  have  disappeared.  Hand-file  cutters  have  been  dis¬ 
placed  by  machines,  but  there  is  only  one  machine  file-cutting  factory 
in  the  district. 

In  all  the  parishes  there  is  a  considerable  number  of  persons 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  although  the  proportion  of  these  to 
the  total  number  of  workers  is  comparatively  small  considering  the 
extent  of  agricultural  area  under  cultivation.  Thus  there  were  at 
the  last  Census  only  1,020  persons  employed  in  agriculture  as  com¬ 
pared  with  3,022  metal  workers  and  3,321  employed  in  mining,  coke 
making,  brick  making  and  quarrying.  Most  of  the  farms  in  the 
district  are  of  small  acreage  but,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  Sheffield 
and  the  demand  for  fresh  milk,  most  of  the  farmers  have  become 
milk  producers  and  purveyors  and,  as  such,  are  more  prosperous  than 
small  holders  in  country  districts  usually  are  in  these  days. 

The  occupation  which  is  most  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the 
workers  in  the  district  is  that  of  ganister  mining  and  the  grinding  of 
ganister  in  the  making  of  firebricks.  The  injurious  nature  of  this 
occupation  is  due  to  the  inhalation  of  silica  dust  during  mining 
operations  and  in  the  process  of  brick  making.  Some  benefit  has 
resulted  from  the  operation  of  the  Silicosis  Act  1918  and  the  Regula¬ 
tions  made  thereunder,  but  there  is  still  a  considerable  amount  of 
disablement  and  loss  of  life  due  to  this  industry. 
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The  disappearance  of  the  hand-file  cutter  cannot  be  regretted 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  health  of  those  who  were  engaged  in 
this  occupation,  which  frequently  caused  lead  poisoning  and  other 
chronic  ailments. 

Most  of  the  local  industries  have  suffered  severely  during  the 
period  of  depression  in  the  iron  and  steel  trade  and  there  has  con¬ 
sequently  been  a  considerable  amount  of  unemployment  during  the 
last  few  years.  Owing  to  the  policy  of  the  Council,  however,  in 
carrying  out  works  of  public  utility,  such  as  the  construction  of 
sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works,  widening  of  existing  roads  and 
construction  of  new  roads,  the  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  relief 
was  not  so  large  as  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case.  On  Jan. 
ist,  1925,  there  were  only  204  persons  per  10,000  population  in 
receipt  of  relief  in  the  area  of  the  Wortley  Union  as  compared  with 
31 1  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  assessable  value  of  the  district  is  ^160,142. 

BIRTHS. — During  the  year  524  births  were  registered  in  the 
district,  equal  to  a  birth-rate  of  18,9  per  1000  of  the  population. 
This  rate  is  almost  the  same  as  in  1924  when  the  birth-rate  was  18.8, 
and  is  slightly  higher  than  that  of  1923,  which  was  the  lowest 
recorded  in  the  district,  viz.,  18. i.  In  no  year  previous  to  1923  had 
the  birth-rate  fallen  below  20. 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1925  was  18.3. 

The  male  births  numbered  283  and  the  female  births  241, 

There  were  19  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  a  rate  of  36  per  1000 
births. 

The  birth-rates  in  the  sub-dlstri61:s  were  : — Ecclesfield,  17.2  ; 
Chapeltown,  21.0  ;  Bradfield,  15.0  ;  Tankersley,  26.5  ;  Wortley,  23. 

DEATHS. — The  deaths  numbered  309,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of 
1 1.2  per  thousand  of  the  population.  This  is  slightly  higher  than 
that  of  1924,  which  was  10.9,  and  was  the  lowest  recorded  in  the 
district. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  during  1925  was  12.2. 

The  male  deaths  numbered  163  and  the  female  deaths  146. 

Of  the  total  deaths,  58  occurred  in  public  institutions,  equal  to 
18.8  per  cent. 

Inquests  were  held  in  22  instances. 
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There  was  one  uncertified  death. 

The  death  rates  in  the  sub-districts  were  : — Ecclesfield,  10.9 : 
Chapeltown,  12.3  ;  Bradfield,  1 1.3  ;  Tankersley,  7.9  ;  Wortley,  lo.o- 

STANDARDIZED  DEATH-RATE.  —  The  Registrar-General 
now  publishes  a  standardizing  factor  for  correcting  the  death-rate  in 
each  administrative  area  with  a  population  at  the  last  Census  of 
io,oco  or  over.  As  the  different  sanitary  areas  vary  considerably  in 
their  age  and  sex  constitution,  it  is  necessary,  for  the  purposes  of 
comparison,  to  reduce  the  recorded  death-rates  to  some  common 
standard.  As  mortality  is  much  higher  in  infancy  and  old  age  and 
in  the  male  than  in  the  female  sex,  a  population  containing  com¬ 
paratively  few  infants  and  aged  persons  W3uld  have  a  lower  death- 
rate  than  one  in  which  the  opposite  conditions  prevail,  and  this 
favourable  constitution  is  accentuated  where  the  proportion  of  females 
is  in  excess  of  the  average.  The  standardized  death-rate  is  obtained 
by  applying  the  standardizing  factor  to  the  recorded  death-rate  and 
is  the  death-rate  that  would  have  obtained  had  the  age  and  sex  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  population  been  similar  to  that  of  England  and 
Wales.  The  factor  for  this  district  is  .979,  which  means  that  the 
age  and  sex  constitution  of  this  district  is  less  favourable  to  a  low 
mortality  than  that  of  England  and  Wales.  The  effect  of  applying 
this  factor  to  the  local  death-rate  is  to  reduce  it  by  0.3  per  1000  of 
the  population,  the  recorded  death-rate  for  the  year  being  reduced 
from  1 1.2  to  10.9. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  —  During  the  year  37  deaths 
occurred  amongst  Infants  under  one  year  of  age,  equal  to  an  infantile 
mortality  of  71  per  1000  births.  This  rate  is  higher  than  that  of 
1924,  which  was  only  60  and  was  much  the  lov/est  recorded  in  the 
district.  It  is,  however,  almost  as  low  as  that  of  1922,  when  the  next 
lowest  rate  of  70  was  recorded. 

The  average  infantile  death-rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  was 
82. 

The  infantile  mortality  for  England  and  Wales  during  1925 
was  75. 

The  chief  causes  of  infantile  deaths  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  PER  looo  BIRTHS. 


1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 
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1925 

Common  Infectious  Diseases 

nil 

nil 

3 

2 

nil 

4 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases  ... 

4 

10 

7 

6 

6 

8 

Premature  Births 

2 1 

28 

17 

14 

13 

15 

Congenital  and  Wasting 
Diseases  ... 

15 

13 

17 

14 

13 

9 

Convulsions  ... 

14 

5 

7 

6 

nil 

8 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

5 

5 

nil 

2 

4 

nil 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  ... 

20 

23 

15 

28 

21 

27 

Other  Causes 

12 

10 

3 

2 

2 

nil 

TUBERCULOUS  DISEASES. 

—  During  the 

year 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  caused  15  deaths  and  other  forms  of  tuberculous  disease 
2  deaths.  Of  the  former,  4  were  males  and  ii  were  females.  This 
excess  of  female  deaths  is  quite  an  unusual  local  distribution  of  sex 
mortality. 

The  death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  alone  was  0.54  per 
1000  of  the  population.  This  is  higher  than  the  rate  for  the  previous 
year,  which  was  0.36  and  was  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  district,  but 
is  lower  than  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  death-rate 
from  this  cause,  which  increased  during  the  war  years,  is  again 
declining  both  locally  and  in  the  country  generally.  The  average 
death-rate  in  the  district  during  the  last  five  years  was  0.61,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  0.77,  0.69,  0.72,  0.89  in  previous  quinquennia.  The  cor¬ 
responding  rates  in  England  and  Wales  for  five-yearly  periods  previous 
to  1921  were  i.i,  i.o,  i.i,  and  r.2.  The  mortality  from  Tuberculosis 
in  the  district,  therefore,  is  not  so  high  as  the  general  average  of  the 
country. 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES  caused  55  deaths,  of  which  25  were 
due  to  Bronchitis,  23  to  Pneumonia,  and  7  to  other  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system. 

I 

MALIGNANT  DISEASES  caused  27  deaths,  of  which  24  were 
ascribed  to  Cancer. 

EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. — During  the  year  ii  deaths  were  caused 
by  the  common  infectious  diseases.  Two  deaths  were  due  to  Scarlet 
Fever,  3  to  Diphtheria,  i  to  Measles,  and  5  to  Whooping  Cough, 
equal,  respectively,  to  death  rates  of  0.07,  o.io,  0.03,  and  0.18  per 
1000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  corresponding  rates  for 
England  and  Wales  of  0.03,  0.97,  0.13,  and  0.15. 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  Enteric  Fever. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  two  years  of  age)  caused  4 
deaths,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  7.6  per  1000  births,  as  compared  with 
a  rate  of  8.4  for  England  and  Wales. 

INFLUENZA  caused  18  deaths,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  0.65  per 
ipoo  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  0.32  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  local  death-rate  from  Influenza  was  thus  twice  as 
high  as  that  of  the  country  generally. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA  (Sleepy  Sickness)  caused  4 
deaths.  Other  forms  of  nervous  disease  were  responsible  for  6  deaths. 

There  were  52  deaths  from  DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART  and 
24  from  CEREBRAL  HEMORRHAGE. 

Various  forms  of  VIOLENCE  accounted  for  9  deaths,  equal  to  a 
death-rate  of  0.32  per  1000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  a 
rate  of  0.47  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  8  fatal  accidents, 
of  which  3  occurred  in  Collieries,  2  in  iron  works,  and  3  were  bicycle 
or  motor  accidents. 

PREVALENCE  AND  FATALITY  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


L_N0TIFIABLE  infectious  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  130 

notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  the 

diseases  set  out  in  the  following  table 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Cases  notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

— 

•  •  • 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

53 

38 

2 

Diphtheria  ... 

13 

12 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

*  •  • 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

5 

•  •  • 

I 

Pneumonia 

26 

4 

23 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

4 

I 

4 

Erysipelas  ... 

23 

*  •*  * 

I 

Poliomyelitis 

I 

«  •  • 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

•  •  • 

— 

SCARLET  FEVER. — During  the  year  53  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  notified,  equal  to  case  rate  of  1.8  per  1000  of  the  population. 
The  average  number  of  cases  during  the  previous  ten  years  was  69. 
Two  deaths  occurred. 

Thirty-eight  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  of  which  one  died. 
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In  Ecclesfield  parish  there  were  i6  cases,  of  which  5  occurred  at 
Ecclesfield,  4  at  Hesley,  2  at  Grenoside,  3  at  Chapeltown,  i  at  Burn- 
cross,  and  1  at  Charlton  Brook. 

In  Bradfield  parish  there  were  9  cases,  of  which  2  occurred  at 
Stannington,  2  at  Stacey  Bank,  1  at  Worrall,  i  at  Oughtibridge,  2  at 
Middlewood,  and  i  at  Hollow  Meadows. 

In  Tankersley  parish  21  cases  were  notified,  of  which  3  occurred 
at  Pilley,  2  at  Wood  View,  9  at  Rockingham  Lane  (8  in  one  family), 
2  at  Wentworth  Station,  2  at  Westwood,  i  at  Top  Warren,  and  2  in 
other  parts  of  the  parish. 

In  Wortley  parish  there  were  7  cases  in  one  family. 

The  distribution  of  the  cases  shows  that  there  was  no  special 
incidence  of  the  disease  in  any  locality  except  Tankersley.  In  the 
other  parishes  cases  occurred  sporadically  throughout  the  year. 

There  has  been  a  marked  decrease  in  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet 
Fever  during  the  last  ten  years.  The  sickness  rate  per  1000  of  the 
population  has  fallen  from  6.3  in  1902-06  to  1.9  in  1921-25.  It  is 
also  less  fatal,  having  caused  four  times  as  many  deaths  25  years  ago. 

DIPHTHERIA. — There  were  13  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified 
during  the  year,  of  which  12  were  removed  to  hospital.  In  one 
instance  a  magistrate’s  order  was  obtained  for  the  removal  of  the 
case  to  hospital.  Three  deaths  occurred. 

This  disease  has  also  declined  in  prevalence  during  the  last  four 
years.  The  sickness  rate  from  this  cause  was  only  0.32  per  1000  of 
the  population  in  1922-25  as  compared  with  an  average  rate  of  1.03 
during  the  five  years  1917-21. 

In  Ecclesfield  parish  4^  cases  occurred  at  Ecclesfield,  2  at  Greno¬ 
side,  I  at  Wisewood,  4  at  Chapeltown,  and  i  at  Highgreen. 

In  Bradfield  parish  i  case  occurred  at  Wigtwizzle. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. — The  district  was  free  from  this  disease 
except  for  one  case  which  occurred  at  the  Asylum. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. — Four  cases  of  this  disease, 
popularly  known  as  sleepy  sickness,  were  notified.  Two  of  these 
occurred  at  Highgreen,  one  at  Chapeltown,  and  one  at  Westwood. 

There  were  four  deaths,  one  of  which  was  that  of  a  man  who 
was  attacked  by  the  disease  eighteen  months  previously. 

PNEUMONIA. — There  were  26  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified,  of 
which  4  were  removed  to  the  hospital.  There  were  23  deaths  from 
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all  forms  of  Pneumonia,  showing  that  there  is  still  considerable 
laxity  in  the  notification  of  this  disease. 

ERYSIPELAS. — 23  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified,  of  which 
10  occurred  at  the  Asylum.  There  was  one  death. 

Five  cases  of  PUERPERAL  FEVER  were  notified,  four  of  which 
recovered. 

Four  cases  of  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM  were  notified. 
In  none  of  these  cases  did  any  impairment  of  vision  result. 

ii._non-notifiable  infectious  diseases. 

MEASLES  was  not  very  prevalent  during  the  year  and  accounted 
for  only  one  death.  Chapeltown  and  Highgreen  were  the  localities 
chiefly  affected. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  was  prevalent  at  Ecclesfield,  Chapel¬ 
town,  Bradfield,  and  Midhope,  The  school  at  High  Bradfield  was 
closed  for  two  wccLs  on  this  account. 

CHICKENPOX  was  prevalent  at  Grenoside  amongst  the  infant 
scholars  attending  the  Council  School,  necessitating  the  closure  of 
the  Infant  Department  for  three  weeks. 

There  were  several  outbreaks  of  MUMPS  at  Chapeltown,  Burn- 
cross,  Oughtibridge,  and  Midhope. 

INFLUENZA  was  very  prevalent  during  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year,  the  localities  chiefly  affected  being  Ecclesfield,  Chapeltown, 
Highgreen,  Warren,  Grenoside,  Oughtibridge,  and  Midhope.  This 
disease  was  responsible  for  18  deaths.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
Influenza  and  Mumps  at  the  same  time*  at  Midhope,  the  Council 
School  was  closed  for  three  weeks. 

III.-^TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  26  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  10 
cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  Of  the  former, 
18  cases  occurred  in  Ecclesfield  parish,  of  which  3  were  at  Ecclesfield, 

I  at  Whitley,  4  at  Chapeltown,  2  at  Highgreen,  i  at  Warren,  i  at 
Burncross,  i  at  Charlton  Brook,  4  at  Grenoside,  and  i  at  Wisewood. 

In  Bradfield  parish  there  were  6  cases,  of  which  3  occurred  at 
Oughtibridge,  i  at  Stannington,  i  at  Ughill,  and  i  at  Bradfield. 

Two  cases  occurred  in  Wortley  parish. 

There  were  no  cases  in  Tankersley. 
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The  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  as  indicated  by  the 
notifications  and  the  deaths,  was  higher  than  usual  among  females. 
Inferences  cannot  be  drawn  from  the  small  figures  of  mortality  for 
any  single  year,  but,  if  the  experience  of  twenty  years  is  considered, 
it  is  evident  that  a  change  has  taken  place  locally  in  the  sex  incidence 
of  this  disease.  During  the  ten  years,  1905-1914,  for  every  100  males 
dying  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  the  district  only  59  females 
succumbed,  but  during  the  following  ten  years  the  proportionate 
number  of  deaths  amongst  females  increased  to  77.  It  would  thus 
appear  as  if  such  improvement  as  has  occurred  in  the  environmental 
conditions  has  been  more  beneficial  to  men  than  to  women.  In  this 
relation  it  is  probable  that  the  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  of 
recent  years  have  operated  detrimentally  to  the  female  element  of  the 
population. 

The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  cases  and  deaths  are  set  out 
in  the  following  table  : — 


Age 

Periods. 


NEW  CASES. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


DEATHS 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulraonary, 
M.  F.  M.  F 


O 

I 


5 

10 


3 

I 


4 


3 

2 


15  . 

20 

25  . 

35  . 

45  . 

55  . 

65  and  upwards 


3 

5 


2 

2 

2 

I 

3 


I 


I 


2 


3 


I  2 


4 


I 


I 


I 


Total .  12  14  4  6  4  II  I  I 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  were  made  in  the 
County  Laboratory  of  specimens  sent  from  this  district  in  17  instances. 
These  comprised  14  throat  swabs  from  persons  suffering  or  suspected 
to  be  suffering  from  Diphtheria,  one  specimen  of  blood  from  a  case  of 
Enteric  Fever,  and  two  specimens  of  sputum  from  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 


GENERAL  PREVENTIVE  MEASURES.  —  These  comprised 
investigation  by  myself  of  every  notified  case  and  of  cases  reported 
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by  the  school  enquiry  officer  or  teachers,  the  searching  for  unrecog¬ 
nised  cases  and  examination  of  contacts,  the  gratuitous  supply  of 
Izal  d  islnfectant  from  depots  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  the 
disinfection  of  the  home,  and,  in  a  considerable  number  of  instances, 
the  removal  of  infected  bedding  and  clothing  to  the  steam  disinfector 
at  the  hospital. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

THE  ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. — During  the  year  59  cases 
from  this  district  were  admitted  to  the  hospitals,  viz.  : — Scarlet  Fever, 
38  ;  Diphtheria,  12  ;  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  i  ;  Pneumonia,  4  ; 
Whooping  Cough,  i  ;  other  diseases,  3. 

There  remained  over  from  the  previous  year  15  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  one  case  of  Erysipelas,  the  total  number  treated  being  75- 

Of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  46  recovered,  one  died  and  six 
remained  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria,  nine  recovered  and  three  died. 

One  case  of  Pneumonia  and  one  case  of  Whooping  Cough  died. 
All  the  other  cases  recovered. 

In  addition,  31  cases  of  Smallpox  from  the  City  of  Sheffield  and 
one  case  from  Stocksbridge  Urban  District  were  admitted  to  Hall- 
wood  Smallpox  Hospital.  These  all  recovered. 

Both  the  hospitals  are  situated  within  the  district  and  are 
supported  by  the  District  Council.  Under  an  agreement  with  the 
Sheffield  Corporation,  which  has  been  in  existence  for  ten  years, 
accommodation  has  been  provided  at  Hailwood  Smallpox  Hospital 
for  a  certain  number  of  cases  of  Smallpox  occurring  within  the  city. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  are  provided  by  the  District 
Council  both  for  infectious  and  non-infectious  and  accident  cases. 

CLINICS. — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  (Consultation) 
and  School  Clinics  were  established  by  the  County  Council  at  Eccles- 
field  and  Chapeltown  in  1919.  During  the  year  a  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  was  opened  at  Birdwell  which  serves  the  parish  of  Tankersley 
in  addition  to  other  areas  just  outside  the  district. 

One  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  situated  at  Wadsley  Bridge, 
which  is  now  within  the  city  of  Sheffield.  Other  dispensaries  at 
Barnsley  and  Stocksbridge  are  attended  by  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
occurring  in  the  district.  An  attempt  was  made  to  obtain  suitable 


premises  at  Chapeltown  which  would  be  more  convenient  of  access 
to  most  of  the  patients  in  this  area,  but  without  success. 

There  are  four  County  HEALTH  VISITORS  now  working  in 
the  district. 

There  is  a  scarcity  of  DISTRICT  NURSES.  Two  nurses  work 
in  Ecclesfield  village  and  one  at  Oughtibridge  under  private  auspices, 
but  there  are  no  district  nurses  in  the  populous  area  of  Chapeltown 
and  Highgreen  or  in  the  rest  of  Bradfield  parish  outside  Oughti¬ 
bridge. 

CERTIFIED  MIDWIVES  are  also  few  in  number.  There  are 
two  in  Ecclesfield  village,  five  in  Chapeltown,  one  in  Tankersley, 
one  in  Wortley,  one  in  Oughtibridge,  but  the  rest  of  the  parish  of 
Bradfield  is  without  a  single  midwife. 

For  the  purposes  of  SANITARY  INSPECTION,  the  district  is 
divided  into  two  areas  which  are  supervised  by  two  whole- time 
sanitary  inspectors  who  are  also  scavenging  superintendents.  This 
arrangement  has  worked  well. 

There  is  no  public  MORTUARY  or  place  where  post-mortem 
examinations  may  be  carried  out.  This  matter  was  considered 
during  the  year  but  was  deferred  for  a  time. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — The  rainfall  for  the  year,  as  recorded  at 
the  Sewage  Works,  Ecclesfield,  which  is  situated  at  an  altitude  of 
178  feet  above  ordnance  datum,  was  26,82  inches.  This  is  slightly 
under  the  average  for  the  previous  24  years,  which  amounted  to  27.  69 
inches  at  Potter  Hill  (582  feet),  where  records  had  previously  been 
kept.  Rain  fell  on  166  days.  The  driest  months  were  March,  June, 
July,  and  November.  Although  only  1.18  inches  fell  during  June 
and  July,  there  was  no  serious  drought  owing  to  the  plentiful  supply 
in  April  and  May  and  a  sufficient  quantity  in  August  and  September. 
There  was  thus  no  serious  shortage  in  any  of  the  public  water 
supplies  in  the  district. 

The  district  is,  as  a  whole,  well  supplied  with  water  for  domestic 
purposes.  In  Ecclesfield  parish  most  of  the  villages  are  supplied  by 
the  Sheffield  Corporation.  During  the  year  the  Chapeltown  water 
works,  which  formerly  received  a  bulk  supply  from  Sheffield,  was 
bought  by  the  Sheffield  Corporation,  who  are  now  responsible  for 
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distributing  a  constant  supply  in  the  Chapeltown  Special  Drainage 
District.  The  upper  part  of  Grenoside  is  the  only  populous  part  of 
Ecclesfield  parish  which  is  dependent  on  locals  wells  and  pumps  for 
a  domestic  supply.  This  part  of  Grenoside  village,  comprising  51 
houses,  is  situated  at  such  an  altitude  that  it  cannot  be  supplied, 
without  pumping,  from  the  mains  supplying  the  lower  part.  The 
cost  of  pumping  is  a  serious  difficulty  in  the  way  of  providing  a 
supply  from  the  Corporation’s  mains,  and  other  attempts  to  obtain  a 
sufficient  supply  from  local  sources  have  been  unsuccessful. 

In  Bradfield  parish  a  large  area  is  supplied  from  the  Council’s 
undertaking  at  Hallbroom  (1,041  feet  above  O.D.).  This  is  dependent 
on  moorland  springs,  the  water  from  which  is  of  excellent  quality 
and  has  been  generally  sufficient  in  past  years  to  afford  a  supply 
for  purely  domestic  purposes  only.  The  water  is  supplied  largely  in 
standpipes,  though  many  owners  during  recent  years  have  had  the 
water  laid  on  to  their  premises  after  paying  a  fixed  sum.  The  popu¬ 
lation  supplied  at  present  is  2,097,  area  is  a  wide  one  and 

there  are  about  twelve  miles  of  water  mains  extending  from  Hall- 
broom  to  Four  Acres,  near  Oughtibridge.  For  many  years  the 
population  in  this  area  was  practically  a  stationarv  one,  but  since 
1921  there  has  been  considerable  growth  at  Stannington  and  the 
sufficiency  of  the  supply  and  of  the  storage  capacity  for  the  needs  of 
the  immediate  future  is  receiving  consideration.  The  source  was 
originally  intended  to  supply  only  the  village  of  Stannington,  but  in 
later  years  the  area  supplied  was  extended  to  include  Holdworth, 
Loxley,  Worrall,  Hagg  Stones,  and  Four  Acres.  The  storage  capacity 
was  not  increased  when  the  additional  supplies  were  added,  but  service 
tanks  were  installed  at  Holdworth  and  Worrall.  In  1922,  with  the 
Unemployment  Grants  Committee’s  assistance,  additional  storage 
was  provided  at  Hallbroom,  the  total  storage  over  all  the  supplies 
being  now  138,250  gallons,  equivalent  to  about  five  days’  supply. 

The  village  of  Oughtibridge  has  formerly  been  supplied  partly 
from  a  local  source  belonging  to  the'  Council  and  partly  by  the 
Sheffield  Corporation.  During  the  year  the  purchase  of  the  local 
undertaking  by  the  Sheffield  Corporation  was  completed. 

Wharncliffe  Side,  part  of  Loxley,  Upper  Midhope,  and  Low 
Bradfield  are  supplied  from  one  or  other  of  the  Sheffield  Corporation’s 
reservoirs.  Mldhopestones  is  supplied  from  the  Barnsley  Corpora¬ 
tion’s  reservoir  at  Midhope.  The  public  supply  at  High  Bradfield, 
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which  is  derived  from  upland  springs,  was  improved  in  1922  with  a 
view  to  protecting  it  from  surface  pollution. 

Tankershy  and  Wortley  parishes  are  supplied  mainly  from  the 
Earl  of  Wharncliffe’s  private  reservoir.  This  source  was  sufficient  to 
afford  a  constant  supply  to  an  area  in  which  there  was  no  increase 
in  population  for  many  years,  but  is  not  now  adequate  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  recently-erected  houses  at  Tankersley,  and 
negotiations  are  in  progress  with  the  Dearne  Valley  Water  Company 
and  the  Sheffield  Corporation  with  a  view  to  obtaining  an  additional 
supply. 

During  the  year  water  was  laid  on  to  1 1  houses  at  Worrall  and 
to  18  houses  at  Oughtibridge. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.— During  the  year 
sewer  extensions  were  carried  out  at  Wood  Lane,  Stannington,  at  a 
cost  of  ;fi44. 

Sewer  extensions  were  also  carried  out  at  the  Mortomley  housing 

site. 

At  the  Ecclesfield  and  Chapeltown  sewage  works  an  additional 
filter  bed  and  a  humus  tank  were  constructed. 

Improvements  to  the  sludge  lagoons  at  Pilley  sewage  works 
were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

During  the  last  five  years  a  large  amount  of  work  has  been 
carried  out  in  the  construction  of  sewers  and  improvement  of  sewage 
disposal  works.  Main  sewers  have  been  constructed  for  Charlton 
Brook,  Loxley,  Wharncliffe  Side,  and  a  large  part  of  Stannington  ; 
extensions  of  sewers  have  been  carried  out  at  Coit  Lane,  Sheffield 
Lane,  Cockshutts  Lane  ;  new  sewage  disposal  works,  have  been 
constructed  at  Wharncliffe  Side,  and  the  works  at  Chapeltown, 
Ecclesfield,  and  Pilley  have  been  remodelled.  The  cost  of  these, 
which  do  not  include  any  sewer  extensions  on  the  housing  sites,  is 
approximately,  48,000. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  AND  SCAVENGING.— During 
the  year  79  water-closets  were  substituted  for  defective  privies  and 
17  additional  water-closets  provided.  Two  new  privies  with  covered 
ashpits  were  constructed  in  place  of  old  structures  and  one  additional 
privy  provided  in  localities  where  conversion  to  the  water  carriage 
system  could  not  be  carried  out.  In  place  of  29  defective  ashpits, 
6.5  ashbins  have  been  provided. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses,  water-closets, 
privies,  etc.,  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year  :  — 


Looaiit}’’. 

Hou.ses. 

w.c.’s. 

Privies. 

Pail 

Closets. 

Ashpits. 

Ash- 

bins. 

Ecclesheld 

•  •  • 

987 

414 

356 

— 

34^ 

207 

Chapeltown  and  Highgreen 

•  •  • 

2130 

797 

852 

— 

00 

381 

Grenoslde 

4^3 

97 

208 

— 

228 

18 

Thorpe 

•  •  • 

162 

34 

71 

— 

60 

— 

Wadsley  ... 

•  •  • 

42 

18 

6 

— 

14 

I 

Wisewood 

•  •  • 

7^ 

10 

43 

I 

34 

2 

Oughtibrldge  Lane 

•  «  • 

33 

1 2 

14 

I 

19 

— 

Total  Ecclesheld  Parish 

•  •  • 

3839 

1382 

1550 

2 

1429 

609 

Oughtlbridge 

•  •  • 

492 

214 

145 

— 

144 

56 

Wharncliffe  Side 

•  •  • 

131 

37 

62 

2 

63 

6 

Worrall 

•  *  • 

1 16 

24 

50 

— 

46 

I 

Stannington 

•  •  • 

478 

47 

269 

I  2 

222 

13 

Loxley 

«  •  • 

162 

4^ 

96 

— 

90 

H 

Bradheld  ... 

•  «  • 

80 

4 

57 

I 

46 

— 

Midhope  ... 

•  •  • 

39 

I 

28 

5 

26 

— 

Rest  of  Bradheld 

•  •  • 

180 

1 6 

162 

— 

168 

— 

Total  Bradheld  Parish 

•  •  « 

1678 

384 

869 

20 

805 

90 

Tankersley  Parish  ... 

•  •  • 

515 

303 

199 

8 

167 

199 

Wortley  Parish 

«  «  • 

203 

49 

173 

— 

136 

I 

Total 

6235 

2118 

2791 

30 

2537 

899 

Progress  continues  to 

be 

made 

in  regard  to 

the  conversion  of 

privies  into  water-closets.  During  the  last  five  years  276  privies  were 
converted  and  74  additional  water-closets  provided. 

Since  1912  no  privies  have  been  constructed  for  new  houses? 
except  in  localities  where  there  is  no  proper  water  supply  or  sewerage 
system.  Consequently  the  proportionate  number  of  water-closets  has 
largely  increased  in  recent  years.  In  1914  there  were  only  894  water- 
closets,  in  the  whole  district,  as  compared  with  2,ri8  at  the  end  of 
1925,  the  proportion  of  water-closets  to  privies  having  increased  from 
I  :  3.6  to  I  :  1.3.  No  public  expenditure  has  yet  been  incurred  on 
account  of  these  conversions. 

Ashpits  are  also  becoming  proportionately  fewer,  covered  ash- 
bins  being  now  general^  provided  for  new  houses. 
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The  area  publicly  scavenged  was  extended  during  the  year  to 
include  the  small  hamlet  of  Hollow  Meadows,  which  consists  of  14 
houses  situated  in  Bradfield  Parish.  Public  scavenging  is  now 
undertaken  for  almost  the  whole  district,  there  being  only  a  few 
scattered  houses  in  the  moorland  area  that  are  not  included.  The 
work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  except  in  the  village  of  Midhope, 
where  it  is  let  out  to  a  contractor.  Fifteen  men  are  employed  by 
the  Council  on  this  work,  of  whom  nine  are  “  throwers-out,”  five  are 
carters,  and  one  is  a  motor  lorry  driver.  During  the  year  13,527 
loads  of  refuse  were  removed  and  disposed  of  on  “  tips  ”  or  on 
agricultural  land,  at  a  cost  of 

The  disposal  of  privy  and  ashpit  refuse  is  becoming  more  difficult 
each  year,  as  suitable  tips  are  not  easy  to  find  and  are  apt  to  cause 
some  nuisance  unless  they  are  situated  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  inhabited  houses.  Tips  are  also  occasionally  set  on  fire,  either 
accidentally  or  purposely,  and,  owing  to  the  objectionable  fumes,  are 
the  cause  of  complaints  from  dwellers  in  the  vicinity.  One  such  fire 
occurred  on  a  tip  during  the  year  and,  as  no  practicable  means  of 
extinguishing  the  fire  could  be  suggested,  tipping  had  to  be  discon¬ 
tinued  on  that  part  of  the  site  and  the  fire  allowed  to  smoulder. 

The  erection  of  a  destructor  to  deal  with  the  refuse  in  the  more 
thickly  populated  districts  would  to  a  large  extent  obviate  the 
nuisance  arising  from  the  tips  themselves.  This  question  was  dis¬ 
cussed  during  the  year,  but  the  initial  cost  of  installing  suitable 
plant  and  the  working  expenses  were  found  to  be  out  of  all  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  benefit  likely  to  be  derived,  that  the  provision  of  a 
destructor  was  not  considered  to  be  a  practicable  proposition  at  the 
present  time.  The  nuisance  caused  by  scavenging  occurs,  for  the 
most  part,  during  the  operations  of  emptying,  depositing,  and  loading 
privy  refuse,  and  this  can  be  diminished  only  by  proceeding,  as 
quickly  as  possible,  with  the  conversion  of  privies  Into  water-closets 
in  all  populous  areas. 

NUISANCES. — During  the  year  4,025  inspections  have  been  made 
for  the  detection  and  abatement  of  nuisances  and  supervision  of  work 
in  progress.  314  nuisances  were  dealt  with,  of  which  296  were  abated. 
Informal  notices  were  issued  in  187  instances,  of  which  175  were 
complied  with.  20  statutory  notices  were  served,  15  of  which  were 
complied  with.  The  nuisances  reported  during  the  year  comprised  : 
choked  and  defective  drains,  55  ;  defective  wa^er-closets,  39  ;  defective 
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privies  and  ashpits,  55  ;  defective  roofs,  eaves  spouting,  etc.,  91  ; 
accumulations  of  refuse,  9  ;  overcrowding,  14  ;  other  nuisances,  25. 

Legal  proceedings  were  successfully  taken  in  one  instance  to 
compel  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  arising  from  pig-keeping.  A  fine 
of  £5  and  costs  was  imposed  by  the  magistrates  and  an  order  for 
abatement  made. 

Legal  proceedings  were  also  taken  against  an  owner  of  land  for 
contravention  of  the  Council’s  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Tents,  Vans, 
Sheds,  and  similar  structures,  which  were  obtained  at  the  end  of  1924. 
Action  was  taken  for  allowing  land  to  be  occupied  by  three  vans  and 
one  shed  without  the  provision  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  wholesome 
water  and  sufficient  privy  and  ashpit  accommodation.  This  owner 
was  at  the  same  time  summoned  for  allowing  a  building  to  be  occu¬ 
pied  as  a  dwelling-house  without  having  submitted  plans.  A  total 
penalty  of  £20  was  inflicted.  The  vans  and  shed  were  removed  and 
the  building  ceased  to  be  occupied  as  a  dwelling-house. 

There  are  now  16  vans  used  as  dwellings  in  the  district,  14  of 
which  are  in  Bradfield  parish. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919.  —  In  22 
instances  poiscfn  was  provided  for  use  on  private  premises  which  were 
infested  with  rats. 

All  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  were  frequently  baited. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — During  the  year  797  inspections  were  made  of 
the  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  district  and  42  notices  were  issued 
for  the  cleansing  and  limewashing  of  the  premises,  all  of  which  were 
complied  with. 

Eight  cowsheds  were  reconstructed  or  so  altered  as  to  comply 
with  the  Regulations. 

d'here  are  now  on  the  I^eglster  225  cowkeepers,  of  whom  174  are 
also  purveyors  of  milk.  Fifteen  purveyors  are  registered  who  are  not 
cowkeepers. 

Considerable  Improvement  has  taken  place  during  recent  years 
in  regard  to  the  conditions  under  which  milch  cows  are  housed  in  the 
district.  Most  of  the  cowsheds  are  now  well  lighted,  fairly  well 
ventilated,  provided  with  good  floors,  have  more  floor  and  air  space, 
and  are  effectively  drained.  The  water  supply  is,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  good,  and,  out  of  225  farms  on  which  milk  is  produced 
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for  sale,  163  have  water  laid  on  from  a  public  main  or  from  a 
private  source.  There  are  a  few  cowsheds  that  are  still  defective  in 
one  or  other  of  these  points,  but  these  are  mostly  small  sheds  which, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  soon  be  put  into  a  satisfa(5lory  condition. 

There  are  other  structural  matters  that  are  not  specifically  dealt 
with  in  the  Regulations  but  in  regard  to  which  there  is  room  for 
improvement.  The  position  and  condition  of  the  middenstead  and 
the  drainage  of  the  yard  could  be  improved  in  many  cases,  though  it 
is  difficult  to  alter  long-established  custom  in  this  respect,  especially 
when  the  shortage  of  farm  labour  is  considered. 

Too  much  importance  has,  however,  in  the  past  been  attached 
to  structural  details  and  not  sufficient  to  methods  of  clean  milking 
and  other  manipulations.  The  question  of  cleanliness  in  milking 
cows  and  in  other  matters  pertaining  to  milk  production  has  been 
constantly  brought  to  the  notice  of  registered  cowkeepers  both  verb¬ 
ally  and  by  the  circulation  of  printed  leaflets.  Farmers  are,  as  a 
rule,  scrupulously  clean  in  regard  to  the  milk  utensils  and  have 
improved  greatly  in  recent  years  in  the  lime-washing  and  cleansing 
of  their  cowsheds.  But  they  are  slow  to  adopt  clean  methods  of 
milking  and  do  not  take  such  pride  in  the  cleanliness  of  their  cows 
as  they  do  of  their  horses.  The  Regulations  dealing  with  this  matter 
are  (i)  that  at  the  time  of  milking  the  udder  and  teats  of  the  cow 
must  be  thoroughly  clean  and  (2)  that  the  hands  of  the  person  milking 
the  cow  must  be  thoroughly  clean  and  free  from  all  infection  and 
contamination.  These  have  been  amplified  in  the  printed  leaflets. 
They  are  often,  however,  perfunctorily  carried  out.  Basins  of  clean 
water  and  soap;  clean  towels,  clean  cloths  for  cleansing  the  cow’s 
udder  are  not  often  seen  in  cowsheds  and  partially  covered  milk- 
pails  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence  both  on  farms  and  at  agri¬ 
cultural  shows. 

I 

In  regard  to  the  cows  themselves,  it  is  not  a  difficult  matter  to 
keep  them  clean  when  grazing  on  grass  land  or  even  when  stalled  if 
due  attention  is  paid  to  certain  small  points  in  the  construction  of 
the  stalls.  Some  of  the  dirtiest  cows  I  have  seen  have  been  housed 
in  sheds  excellently  constructed  in  all  respects  except  that  the  stalls 
have  been  wrongly  planned.  Some  farmers  groom  their  cows,  but 
many  do  not.  Those  who  do  are  satisfied  that  it  is  worth  the  trouble 
and  that  the  cows  benefit  in  their  health  thereby. 

18 


In  order  to  further  impress  cowkeepers  with  the  necessity  of 
observing  cleanliness  in  every  detail,  stiff  glazed  placards  are  being 
hung  up  in  every  cowshed  in  the  district  giving  detailed  instructions. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  cowkeepers  will  endeavour  to  carry  them  out,  but 
when  all  is  said  and  done  I  am  afraid  an  absolutely  safe  raw  milk 
cannot  be  obtained.  Raw  milk  never  has  been  and  never  will  be  a 
safe  food  for  infants.  However  many  precautions  are  taken,  the 
dangers  of  unrecognised  disease  in  the  cow  and  of  accidental  or  over¬ 
looked  contamination  of  the  milker’s  hands  are  ever  present  and,  if 
pasteurised  milk  cannot  generally  be  obtained,  the  consumer  must 
protect  himself  by  scalding  the  milk. 

There  is  no  milk  produced  in  the  district  under  any  of  the  special 
designations — “  Certified,”  “  Grade  A,”  or  “  Pasteurised,”  and  no 
applications  have  been  received  for  a  licence  to  sell  milk  under  any 
of  these  designations. 

Much  illness  is  no  doubt  caused  by  dirty  milk,  although  not 
directly  traceable  to  it,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state  that 
during  the  last  25  years  in  no  single  instance  has  any  outbreak  of 
disease,  apart  from  tuberculosis,  been  traced  to  milk  produced  in  this 
district  and  sold  in  this  or  adjoining  areas. 

MEAT. — 682  inspections  were  made  of  the  slaughter-houses  in 
the  district,  and  39  visits  were  paid  to  the  Chapeltown  market.  No 
seizures  of  diseased  or  unsound  food  were  made.  Eight  stones  of 
offal  and  two  cwt.  of  Danish  yamns  were  voluntarily  surrendered 
and  destroyed. 

One  new  slaughter-house  was  licensed  during  the  year.  The 
number  of  private  slaughter  houses  in  use  in  1920  and  in  1925  was 


as  follows  ; — 

In  1920. 

In  January,  1925. 

In  December,  1926. 

Registered 

13 

II 

II 

Licensed 

4 

8 

...  9 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  are  being  satis¬ 
factorily  carried  out.  The  slaughter-houses  were  frequently  inspected 
at  the  regular  times  of  slaughtering,  and  almost  all  the  carcases  and 
organs  of  animals  slaughtered  at  irregular  times  were  inspected. 
Notifications  in  respect  of  the  latter  numbered  193  and  related  chiefly 
to  the  slaughter  of  pigs  on  cottagers’  premises,  A  warning  was  issued 
regarding  the  habitual  slaughtering  of  pigs  for  sale  on  unlicensed 
premises. 
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Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  one  instance  against  a  farmer 
and  a  butcher  for  breach  of  the  Regulations  in  having  slaughtered  a 
calf  and  removed  the  carcase,  without  notification,  to  another  district 
where  it  was  found  to  be  unsound.  The  butcher  was  fined  30/-  and 
the  farmer  was  ordered  to  pay  the  costs. 

The  provisions  in  the  Regulations  requiring  precautions  to  be 
taken  to  guard  against  the  contamination  of  meat  in  shops  is  fairly 
well  complied  with,  all  the  butchers’  shops  being  provided  with  glass 
fronts.  The  few  stalls  in  Chapeltown  market  from  which  meat  is 
offered  for  sale  have  been  boarded  up  at  the  sides  and  rear,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  Regulations. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  the  Council  erected  149  houses,  of  which  83  are 
in  Ecclesfield  parish,  50  in  Bradfield,  and  16  in  Tankersley. 

Of  the  houses  erected  in  Ecclesfield  parish,  55  are  at  Mortomley, 
24  at  Ecclesfield,  and  4  at  Grenoside, 

Of  those  erected  in  Bradfield  parish,  36  are  at  Oughtibridge,  8  at 
Stannlngton,  and  6  at  Loxley. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  in  course  of  erection  46  houses 
at  Mortomley,  16  at  Ecclesfield,  6  at  Grenoside,  4  at  Oughtibridge, 
12  at  Stannlngton,  and  10  at  Loxley. 

During  the  }ear  48  houses  have  been  built  by  private  individuals 
or  companies.  Of  these,  14  were  erected  at  Chapeltown,  10  at 
Ecclesfield,  2  in  other  parts  of  Ecclesfield  parish,  2  at  Oughtibridge, 
10  at  Middlewood,  4  at  Wharncliffe  Side,  2  at  Stannlngton,  3  at 
Loxley,  and  i  at  Howbrook  in  Wortley  parish.  Of  these,  27  have 
been  certified  as  complying  with  the  conditions  laid  down  for  subsidy 
grants. 

During  the  six  years,  1920-25,  the  Council  have  erected  369 
houses.  If  the  houses  in  course  of  erection  and  nearly  completed  at 

I 

the  end  of  1925  are  included,  the  total  number,  for  which  financial 
arrangements  have  been  made,  is  463.  With  the  exception  of  34 
wooden  huts  and  6  cast-iron  houses,  all  are  built  of  brick. 

During  the  same  period  private  enterprise  has  been  responsible 
for  the  erection  of  238  houses.  The  number  of  houses  built  by  private 
individuals  or  companies  has  fallen  much  short  of  the  expectations 
formed  in  1919  and  the  numbers  vary  considerably  in  the  different 
localities.  Thus  in  Ecclesfield  86  houses  were  built  by  the  Council 
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as  against  47  by  private  enterprise,  in  Tankersley  40  as  agalnt  24, 
in  Chapeltown  189  as  against  only  45,  In  other  localities  private 
individuals  have  erected  4  at  Grenoside,  2  at  Wadsley,  ii  at  Oughti- 
bridge,  10  at  Mlddlewood,  14  at  Wharncliffe  Side,  13  at  Loxley,  57 
at  Stannington,  8  in  other  parts  of  Beadfield  parish,  and  3  in  Wortley 
parish.  In  several  parts  of  the  district,  notably  at  Stannington, 
Middlewood,  and  Ecclesfield,  the  houses  built  by  private  enterprise 
have  been  occupied  almost  exclusively  by  immigrants  into  the 
district. 

In  estimating  the  housing  requirements  of  the  district  account 
must  be  taken  of  the  growth  of  the  population,  the  number  of  houses 
that  have  been  built,  the  actual  demand  for  houses  by  persons  resi¬ 
dent  or  working  in  the  district,  and  the  conditions  prevailing  in 
regard  to  overcrowding,  unfitness  of  existing  houses,  etc. 

In  regard  to  the  population  there  has  been  very  little  increase 
since  1914.  In  the  ten  years,  1911-1921,  according  to  the  Census 
returns,  the  increase  in  population  amounted  only  to  700.  During 
the  four  following  years  the  natural  increase  (i.e.,  the  excess  of  births 
over  deaths)  was  896,  so  that,  apart  from  any  immigration  into  the 
district,  the  population  is  not  increasing  at  a  greater  rate  than  224 
persons  per  year.  This  is  equivalent,  approximately,  to  a  maximum 
yearly  increase  of  50  families,  who,  if  they  all  remained  in  the  district, 
might  be  considered  to  require  some  housing  accommodation  The 
actual  requirements  are  probably  less  than  this,  as  the  actual  increase 
in  the  population  has  almost  always  been  less  than  the  natural 
increase  owing  to  emigration.  The  amount  of  immigration  need  not 
be  considered  from  the  point  of  view  of  housing  requirements  in  the 
absence  of  any  great  industrial  developments. 

In  1919  it  was  estimated  that  400  houses  were  required  for 
immediate  needs  and  that  an  average  of  50  houses  per  year  were 
necessary  for  the  normal  growth  of  the  population.  The  average 
number  of  houses  erected  per  year  during  the  five  pre-war  years  was 
46.  During  the  six  years,  1920-25,  altogether  607  houses  have  been 
erected,  an  average  of  loi  houses  per  year.  If  the  houses  built  at 
Ecclesfield,  Stannington,  and  Middlewood  by  private  persons  and 
occupied  almost  exclusively  by  immigrants  are  excluded,  the 
average  number  has  been  82  per  year.  It  would  thus  appear  that  the 
normal  annual  requirements  have  been  met  and,  in  addition,  some  of 
the  accumulated  deficiency  has  been  worked  off. 


Considered  from  a  slightly  different  point  of  view,  the  task  the 
Council  set  out  to  accomplish — the  erection  of  400  houses — has  now 
been  completed,  but  the  provision  of  the  annual  requirements  has 
been  met  by  private  enterprise  only  to  a  limited  extent  and  no  new 
houses  are  available  for  the  replacement  of  old  unsatisfactory 
dwellings. 

In  order  to  obtain  reliable  information  regarding  existing 
housing  conditions,  a  local  census  was  taken  in  Chapeltown  Special 
Drainage  District  in  October,  1925.  In  this  area  there  were  2,045 
houses  with  a  population  of  9,436,  giving  an  average  of  4.61  persons 
per  house.  There  were  183  houses  occupied  by  two  families  and  5 
occupied  by  three  families.  In  189  instances  lodgers  were  being 
accommodated.  As  compared  with  1921,  when  a  similar  census  was 
taken,  the  figures  show  an  increase  in  the  population  of  only  307,  the 
average  number  of  persons  per  house  has  declined  from  4.77  to  4.61 
and  the  number  of  houses  occupied  by  more  than  one  family  from 
219  to  188.  This  seems  a  small  reduction  considering  the  number 
of  families  that  have  been  accommodated  in  the  Council’s  houses 
and  that  there  is  a  total  increase  of  only  99  families  during  the  four 
years.  The  figures  of  overcrowding  have  also  not  improved.  There 
were  166  cases  of  overcrowding  as  compared  with  155  in  1921,  the 
same  standard  being  adopted  at  both  censuses,  viz.,  a  house  with 
more  than  two  occupants  per  room.  In  37  instances  the  overcrowding 
was  due  to  the  additional  family  and  in  8  instances  to  lodgers. 

In  the  localities  which  are  outside  but  adjoin  Chapeltown 
Special  Drainage  District  and  which  include  Hesley  Lane,  Top 
Warren,  Newbegin,  and  Brackenhill,  there  were  244  houses  with  a 
population  of  1,026,  an  increase  of  only  ii  persons  since  1921.  In 
this  area  there  were  13  houses  occupied  by  two  families  and  one  by 
three  families. 

In  Tankersley  the  Wharncliffe  Silkstone  Colliery  Co.  were  good 
enough  to  take  a  census  of  the  population  in  the  houses  belonging 
to  them.  Their  return  showed  that  of  231  houses  24  are  occupied  by 
more  than  one  family,  but  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house 
is  well  below  the  figure  of  two  per  room. 

A  census  was  also  taken  at  Wood  View  and  Rockingham  Row 
in  Tankersley  parish.  Of  57  houses  there  were  24  occupied  by  more 
than  one  family,  owing  to  which  there  were  5  cases  of  overcrowding. 
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Since  the  enei  of  the  year  the  94  houses  in  course  of  erection  have 
been  completed  and  are  now  occupied,  but  there  are  still  435  appli¬ 
cations  for  houses  in  hand.  Of  these,  204  are  at  Chapeltown,  46  at 
Ecclesfield,  15  at  Grenoside,  87  at  Tankersley,  49  at  Oughtibridge, 
26  at  Loxley,  and  8  at  Stannington  262  of  these  families  are  living 
in  rooms  and  there  are  83  cases  of  overcrowding. 

It  does  not  necessarily  follow  that,  because  two  families  are 
accommodated  in  one  house,  any  serious  insanitary  conditions  will 
result,  although  such  an  arrangement  is  rarely  satisfactory.  Never¬ 
theless,  the  figures  given  indicate  that  there  is  a  considerable  number 
of  necessitous  cases  that  have  not  yet  been  dealt  with  and  point  to 
the  desirability  of  providing  small  houses  at  as  low  rents  as  possible 
to  accommodate  the  small  families  that  are  now  the  general  rule. 
The  experiment  the  Council  are  making  during  the  current  year  of 
erecting  12  houses  of  a  cheaper  type  is  an  interesting  one  and  seems 
likely  to  meet  a  real  need.  These  are  non-parlour  houses  containing 
three  bedrooms,  and  the  cost  is  reduced  by  the  omission  of  plastering, 
etc.  Six  of  these  are  being  erected  at  Ecclesfield  of  brick  and  six  at 
Haggstones,  Oughtibridge,  of  oolitic  “  Ketton  ”  stone  and  concrete 
blocks,  the  cost  of  the  former  being  £338  and  of  the  latter  £365  per 
house. 

Assuming  that  financial  difficulties  will  render  it  impossible  for 
many  years  for  houses  to  be  provided  to  replace  existing  old  and 
unsatisfactory  dwellings,  I  think  the  aim  should  be  to  provide  in  one 
way  or  another  a  sufficient  number  of  houses  annually  to  meet  the 
normal  growth  of  population  plus  a  margin  to  work  off  the  accumu¬ 
lated  deficiency. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  ...  19^ 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  149 

(il)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  27 

The  work  carried  out  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Regu¬ 
lations  is  shown  in  the  following  statement  : — 

I. — Inspection. 

(r)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  159 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  Regulations  ...  ...  .,  ...  68 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  such  a  state 

as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  68 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sec.  3,  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners 

of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  68 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sec.  11,  14,  and  15,  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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One  cottage  was  demolished  during  the  year  on  account  of  street 
widening.  This  was  an  old  cottage,  the  tenant  of  which  was  accom¬ 
modated  in  one  of  the  Council’s  houses. 

No  certificates  were  granted  during  the  year  under  the  Rent  and 
Mortgage  (Restriction)  A6f;,  1920. 

During  the  year  84  plans  were  passed  for  the  erection  of  dwelling- 
houses,  82  of  which  were  working-class  cottages.  Four  plans  were 
passed  for  extensions  to  factories  and  there  were  47  plans  for  sundry 
alterations  and  additions. 

Breaches  of  the  building  bye-laws  were  dealt  with  in  33 
instances.  Of  these,  27  were  settled  without  legal  proceedings,  two 
were  the  subject  of  legal  proceedings,  and  four  are  outstanding. 

PUBLIC  PARKS. — The  amenities  of  several  of  the  more  popu¬ 
lous  villages  have  been  greatly  enhanced  during  recent  years  by  the 
provision  of  public  parks  and  recreation  grounds.  The  public  parks 
at  Ecclesfield  (22  acres),  Chapeltown  (23  acres),  Mortomley  (8  acres), 
and  Glen  Howe  (18  acres)  have  been  much  improved,  and  the  facili¬ 
ties  there  provided  for  healthy  recreation  have  been  taken  advantage 
of  by  the  inhabitants.  During  the  year  two  additional  sites  have 
been  secured  for  the  use  of  the  public  as  recreation  grounds — one  at 
Grenoside  containing  nearly  7  acres  and  one  at  Hesley  Lane  con¬ 
taining  just  over  7  acres. 

HIGHWAYS. — The  great  improvement  that  has  taken  place 
during  the  last  five  years  in  the  condition  of  the  roads  by  the  use  of 
tarred  or  bituminous  road  crusts  or  dressings  has  also  added  to  the 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants  by  the  diminution  of  the  mud  and  dust 
nuisance.  The  increasing  substitution  of  horse-drawn  by  motor 
vehicles  has,  too,  considerably  reduced  the  nuisance  from  flies  during 
the  summer  and  in  this  way  has  had  some  influence  in  promoting  the 
public  health. 

During  the  year  private  street  works  were  carried  out  at  Warren 
at  a  cost  of  £1,888,  the  Council  contributing  the  cost  of  surface 
treatment  of  the  street  by  bituminous  compound. 

PUBLIC  LIGHTING  has  been  undertaken  during  the  year  at 
Chapeltown  by  means  of  incandescent  gas  lamps  and  at  Wortley 
village  by  the  provision  of  a  few  electric  lamps. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHIPS.— Many  workshops,  which 
have  not  been  in  use  during  the  last  few  years  and  now  seem  to  be 
permanently  closed,  have  been  removed  from  the  Register.  This 
applies  especially  to  hand  file-cutters’  workshops  at  Grenoside, 
Ecclesfield,  and  Oughtlbrldge,  and  to  razor-scale  pressers’  workshops 
at  Stannlngton,  these  trades  having  now  practically  disappeared 
from  the  district.  The  local  cutlery  trade  is  also  in  a  decadent 
condition. 

There  are  now  27  workshops  on  the  Register,  viz.  : — Cutlers,  5  ; 
gimlet  makers,  2  ;  file  cutters,  i  ;  forgers,  i  ;  joiners,  3  ;  black¬ 
smiths,  5  ;  boot  repairers,  4  ;  makers  of  firewood,  i  ;  bakers,  4  ; 
dressmakers,  i.  These  are  all  small  workshops  and  employ  a  total 
of  49  persons. 

They  are  generally  kept  in  a  cleanly  and  satisfactory  condition. 
In  one  instance  a  notice  was  issued  for  the  lime-washing  of  the 
premises,  which  was  complied  with. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

URBAN  POWERS. —  During  the  year  urban  powers  under 
Sec.  44  (par.  i),  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  were 
obtained. 

Other  urban  powers  with  which  the  Council  has  from  time  to 
time  been  invested  are  as  follows  : — 

For  Whole  District — 

Local  Government  Act,  1858,  Sections  34  and  32. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Sections  39,  45,  112,  113,  114,  115, 
153,  154,  155,  160,  164,  169  (pars.  2  and  3),  170,  17 1  (so 
far  as  it  relates  to  obstruction  in  streets,  hackney  carriages, 
omnibuses,  and  provision  of  means  for  the  extinction  of 
fires). 

Public  Health  (Building  in  Streets)  Act,  i888.  Sec.  3. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Sections  29,  30^ 
and  36. 

For  Ecclesfield — 

Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Sections  150,  152  (as  regards  cer¬ 
tain  streets),  and  Sec.  42. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Sec.  41. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 
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For  Chapeltown  Special  Drainage  District — 

Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Sections  42,  66,  150,  152  (as  regards 
certain  streets),  161,  and  165. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Sec.  46. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

For  Tankersley — 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

For  Bradfield — 

Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Sec.  66. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  was  adopted  in  1901. 
Such  parts  of  Part  III  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1890,  as  are  applicable  to  rural  districts,  were  adopted  in  1903. 
Certain  parts  and  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907,  came  into  operation  in  1911.  These  are  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Sections  15,  16,  17,  18,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  26,  28,  29,  30,  31, 

32,  and  33,  comprised  in  Part  II,  which  relates  to  new 
streets  and  buildings  ; 

Sections  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  43,  44,  45,  46,  48,  49,  and  50,  com¬ 
prised  in  Part  III,  which  relates  to  various  sanitary  pro¬ 
visions  ; 

Sections  52,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57,  59,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64,  65,  66,  67, 
and  68,  comprised  in  Part  IV.  which  refers  to  infectious 
diseases  ;  and 

Part  V,  which  refers  to  common  lodging  houses,  are  in  force 
in  the  several  contributory  places  within  the  district. 

(2)  Sections  39,  40,  41,  and  42  of  Part  III,  relating  to  the  pro¬ 

vision  and  conversion  of  closet  accommodation,  are  in  force 
in  the  contributory  places  of  Ecclesfield,  Bradfield, Tankersley 
and  Chapeltown  Special  Drainage  District. 

BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. — Bye-laws  have  been  in 
force  in  the  district  since  1875  regarding  (i)  new  streets  and  buildings, 
(2)  the  cleansing  of  footways,  pavements,  earth-closets,  privies,  ash¬ 
pits,  and  cesspools,  and  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  (3)  nuisances, 
and  (4)  common  lodging-houses. 
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The  bye-laws  regarding  new  streets  and  buildings  were  revised 
in  1915. 

Bye  -laws  with  respect  to  slaughter-houses  were  adopted  in  1904. 

Regulations  with  respect  to  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops 
have  been  in  force  since  1902. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  and  similar  struc¬ 
tures  were  obtained  in  1924. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  ANDERSON. 

April  23rd,  1926. 


